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A N 
ADDRESS 
TO THE 


ELECTORS, &c. 


My dear Countrymen, 


ER MIT me to intimate to you, that 
there never was a more important criſis 
than the preſent: a criſis ſo big with 
every event, which may fix the laſting hap- 
pineſs or miſery of our country, that it re- 
quires all your attention, all your efforts, both 
as men and Britons, to prove you have its 
real and laſting honour and happineſs truly at 
heart; and this you will have a fair opportu- 
nity of ſhewing in the approaching choice 
of Members to repreſent you in the next par- 
liament. | 
Lr me then intreat you upon this inte- 
reſting occaſion, to acquit yourſelves as men 
A 2 penetrated 
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penetrated with a deep and juſt ſenſe of your 
duty, and generouſly to ſacrifice every private 
intereſt to the public good.: and may heaven 
reward this love of your country with a ſeven- 
fold increaſe of happineſs | Let the meaneſt 
Briton poſſeſs himſelf with a conſciouſneſs of 
his own importance to the welfare of the 
ſtate; and then, if you yourſelves do not 
tamely give up or barter away your inherent 
birthright as Eſau did his for a meſs of pot- 
tage (which ought to be more precious to 
you than ſilver and gold) your liberties, and 
your properties, and all the bleſſings handed 
down to you by your virtuous anceſtors are 
ſafe, and the Britiſh conſtitution. is invulner- 
able. But on the contrary, if you are regard; 
leſs of theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, and fink 
into the lap.of ſupineneſs, or 'the arms of 
men who. may be. ready to purchaſe, you at 
any price but that of virtue, which they can- 
not give (though they may ſtrip you of it) 
I ſhudder at the fatal conſequences, both with 
reſpect to yourſelves and the nation. 

DeTEzsT then the ſordid bribe, let it be 
offered to you under the meſt engaging ad- 
dreis, or the moſt ipecious pretence. Cap- 


tivating 


1 5 
tivating and fair it may appear to the eye, 
and a thing much to be deſired, yet there is 
hid under it a moſt deadly poiſon, which, if 
you but touch it, will, like the bite of a vi- 
per, diffuſe its venom through your body, and 
the body- politic, prey upon the vitals of both, 
and at laſt bring deſtruction upon yourſelves 
as well as upon the nobleſt of human ftruc- _ 
tures, the Britiſh conſtitution. | 
You who are in humble ſtations of life, let 
me intreat you to be contented with that 
humble ſtation, Believe me, it is a ſafe re- 
treat from many a tempeſtuous ſtorm, En- 
tertain not the leaſt thought of ſelling your 
peace to better your circumſtances, and exalt 
yourſelves upon the tuins of your country; 
if youdo, remember I now tell you, you willex- 
perimentally feel it a dear bought purchaſe. Re- 
flect upon this great truth, that happineſs con- 
ſiſts not in riches, but in a contented mind, which 
the poſſeſſion of all the mines of Peru and Mex- 
ico cannot give; it is ſolely the gift of God, 
which virtue alone can prepare you to receive; 
and intirely to acquieſce in the all- wiſe diſ- 
poſals of his Providence (who knows what 
condition is beſt for every man) is one of 
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the ſureſt ways to obtain it. The humble 
cottager often rejoices in the actual poſſeſſion 
of it, from a heart turned to God and good- 
neſs, the fountain from whence it can only 
flow, whilſt the ſordid miſer, and the proud 
and ſtately Lord, with their thouſands, for 
want of the ſame bleſſed tendency of mind, 
are not only ſtrangers to it, but often groan- 
ing under an oppreſſive load of miſery. Rea- 
ſon enough, ſurely, for the poor man to be 
contented with his lot. 
Ax d now permit me to offer a word or two 
to you who move in ſuperior ſtations of life; 
and eſpecially to you ye generous and uncor- 
rupted youth, who are juſt entering upon the 
great theatre of the world to act your parts, 
and whoſe untried virtues, it muſt be confeſſed, 
will be put to the. ſevereſt teſt, when you will 
ſeef virtue in contempt, and vice triumphant, 
and yourſelves beſet with the ſtrong tempta- 
tions of penſions, places, and titles continu- 
ally ſwimming before your eyes; and men old 
enough to know better things, and to inſtruct 
you in true wiſdom by their own examples, 
ſcrambling as eagerly after them as if the ſum- 
mum bonum, or ultimate happineſs of man 
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conſiſted in their acquiſition. In this univer- 
ſal depravity and extinction of every generous 
and virtuous ſentiment, how do I tremble, 
leſt you ſhould be ſwallowed up in this gene- 
ral gulph of temptation, whilſt I yet hope 
you will preſerve yourſelves unſpotted in a 
venal and corrupt age! Let me then, dear 
youth, intreat you not to ſwim with the cur- 
rent. Set before you the virtuous great of 
former times, ſince your own unhappily afford 
vou none, as examples worthy of your imita- 
tion. Think how that real Patriot ANDREW 
MaxveLi, though preſſed with narrow cir- 
cumſtances, and in an abandoned reign, ſtood 
up as it were alone, ſtemming the torrent of 
general corruption, and nobly diſdaining the 
miniſterial bribe, and every offer of place or 
penſion to allure him from the ſteady purſuit 
of his country's good. | 

As old men are callous, hardened in treſl- 
paſſes and fins, and dead to every thing but 
their own ſelf-intereſt, - unleſs they have im- 
bibed virtuous principles in their early youth; 
ſoit is chiefly upon you, and thoſe expericnc- 
ed patriots which a gracious Providence may 
raiſe up in this time of great need, that our ex- 

petitions 
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pectations are built. From moſt of the pre- 
ſent actors upon the ſtage, experience has 
taught us, we have little to hope though much 


to fear, being deſtitute of that true greatneſs 


of ſoul which conſtitutes the real patriot, - and 


which the important ſtate of the times de- 


mands. Our evils, indeed, are ſo manifold and 
complicated, that it. requires a heaven-born 
ſpirit and diſcernment to trace them to the 
fountain-head ; and when they are diſcovered, 
a'virtue and reſolution of the ſame nature to 
remove them. But where are men fo quali- 


fied to be found ? Perſpicuity of judgment, 


and goodneſs of heart united, are uncommon 
productions in an age pregnant with every 
ſpecies of vice and folly. 

We flatter ourſelves however, that in the 
approaching day of trial you will exert your 


beſt endeavours, and not diſappoint the fa- 


vourable expectations we have formed of you, 
but that many youthful Max vers will ariſe 
in the land, to re-kindle and diffuſe that 
long extinguiſhed fire of ſteady Patriotiſm 
which animated the breaſts of Worthies of 
former times. We will hope, that by your 
example, the two principal cauſes of all our 
evils 
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evils, à profuſion of luxury on the one hand, 
and an all-devouring covetouſneſs on the 
other, often united in one and the ſame per- 
ſon, and hid under the maſk of mock-patriot- 
iſm, will be abaſhed and forced to depart to- 


* gether into their own native dark abode, that 


ſweet domeſtic peace and ſmiling plenty may 
be again diffuſed among us. 

Tas deſtruction of this two-headed mon- 
ſter, luxury and covetouſneſs, which has 
extended its baneful influence over the nation, 
is ſo eſſential to our happineſs, and indeed to 
our very exiſtence, that it is ſufficient to 
awaken, in the bloom of uncorrupted youth, 
every opening virtue to effect it: and as the 
firſt ſtep to ſo important a conqueſt, let me 
intreat both young and old, that have any 
feeling for their country, any love of virtue 
and deteſtation of vice, to ſtop one ſource 
from which that monſter derives ſo much 
ſtrength and ſapport, Bribery and Corruption. 

Lr us all bring it home to our hearts, 
and conſider, that no kingdom can long hold 
up its head, much leſs ſupport its grandeur, 
when the individuals of which it is compoſed 
are become capable of being bought and ſold, 
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Bribery and corruption, luxury and rage, 
ſtript the Roman and Grecian common- 
wealths of all their glory, levelling them with 
the duſt : and as the ſame cauſes muſt ever 
produce the ſame effects, ſo Britain will moſt 


aſſuredly ſhare the ſame fate, unleſs her ſons 


look upon their honour and liberties as the 
moſt immediate jewels of their ſouls. | 

Ir it ſhould happen that any man ſhall get 
into the ſenate upon ſuch deteſtable terms, then 
you, who are, in ſuch caſe the mean deſerters 
of your country's cauſe, have only to blame 
yourſelves, if your liberties, your properties, 
and your lives, are all ſooner or later made 
a ſacrifice of to mammon. If you are become 
ſo venal as to be bought, what wonder is it 
if you yourſelves are ſet up to ſale to the 
higheſt bidder ? 

Bor, my dear countrymen, I would fain 
hope better things of the loweſt Briton, when 
his own, his children's, and his country's 
happineſs are all at ſtake; and that the pz- 
TESTED THING, Bribery and Corruption, will 
be far removed from his innocent, though 
humble, cot. All the riches of both the In- 
dies cannot make the pooreſt man a recom- 
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pence for the ſacrifice of his peace, his ho- 
nour, and his integrity; all which are herein 
deeply concerned, juſt according as he takes 
a true or falſe oath, or votes for or againſt 
the dictates of his own conſcience. And if 
any. one of you have been unhappily enſuared 
by the deluſive bait, let me intreat you, as 
you value your peace of mind here, and ever- 
laſting happineſs hereafter, that you will, be- 
fore it is too late to repent, return it to its 
cruel and ungenerous donor, who. would rob 
you of that for which there can be no re- 
compence. | 
VII awful was the judgment of God 
upon a woman at the Devizes'-market in 
Wiltſhire, about twelve years ago, who, 
upon buying ſome commodity in conjunction 
with ſome of her neighbours, through a co- 
vetous diſpoſition, held back her ſhare of the 
purchaſe- money, at the ſame time w:thing a 
curſe upon berſelf if the had not paid it; 
though upon ſearching, the money was found 
upon her. No ſooner had he uttered the 
imprecation, than, to the aſtoniſhment of the 
beholders, ſhe inſtantly dropt don dead: 
and there is a memorial of it fixed up in the 
B 2 market- 
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market- place, which 1 ſaw myſelf laſt year, as 


an awful admonition and benevolent warning to 
every one to beware of covetouſneſs, that is ſo 


often attended with ſuch marks of the divine 


diſpleaſure. And if you, upon the approach- 
ing Election, ſhould, through a ſordid cove- 
tous diſpoſition, take a bribe, either directly 
or indirectly, and thereby incur the guilt of 
perjury; as yours will be a more deliberate 
act than the above, as well as a crime of a 
more aggravated and deeper dye, ſo it muſt 
be great preſumption in you to expect to eſ- 
cape the puniſhment ſo juſtly due to ſo notori- 
ous an offence both againſt Ged and man. 
And as this buſineſs of elections is made ſuch a 
myſtery of iniquity, as thus often to plunge the 
poor ſoul into great and inconceivable miſery ; 
a moſt melancholy inſtance of which, is re- 
lated at large by a worthy country clergy- 
man, author of the late Addreſs to the vo- 
© ters of Great-Britain :* ſo I deem it a great hap- 
pineſs, if it was only upon this account, that 
it comes about but once in ſeven years, un- 


leſs it was under better regulations. But it muſt 


be further confeſſed, that it preſents one with 


à moſt melancholy Picture of human nature: 


for 
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for what do we ſee but a continual ſcene of 
intemperance in eating and drinking, and every 
wanton abuſe of God's creatures which can 
diſgrace humanity ? and ſuch an habit of idle- 
neſs and diſſipation is then acquired, as is hardly 
to be ſhook off: all which is of infinite hurt, 
even to the circumſtances as well as the bodies of 
the common claſs of people. And with reſpect 
to the ſoul, which is the leaſt thought of, though 
of the greateſt concern; what dark paſſions 
are then awakened in the breaſts of the 
elected as well as the electors? That multi- 
plicity of evil that before lay hid in the heart, 
fiercely breaks forth, and ſpreads its diabolical 
influence throughout the kingdom, ſetting man 
againſt man, and too often brother againſt 
brother; and the violence of the contention 
has often not ſubſided, till the fatal period re- 
turns, which re- Kindles it again. When all 
this is ſeriouſly reflected upon, one cannot 
but wiſh, if not for the common hap- 
pineſs of ſociety, yet for the honour of hu- 
man nature, and to caſt a ſhade over its de- 
formity, that ſome better method was thought 
of, of electing members to ſerve us: ] and as I 


believe a much better, in eyery reſpect, has 
| been 
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been humanely ſuggeſted to our ſuperiors, 


Tiz. That of balloting, ſo think there could 
not be a greater inſtance of compaſſion ſhewn 
to the ſouls and bodies of men, than their im- 
mediately adopting and putting it in practice. 

Bor ſince the conſequences of purſuing a 
wrong courſe in this important concern, is 


often ſo fatal to the peace of our ſouls, if you 


ſhould aſk me what path you are to follow, 
fo as to meet with the approbation of your 
own hearts, the beſt of all rewards, and to 
do your country the moſt eſſential ſervice? I 
anſwer, The path of honour, integrity and 
virtue; all which, if you open the eyes of 


your mind, ſhine upon it as bright as the ſun 


in its meridian ſplendor; ſo that it is impoſ- 
fible, unleſs you are blinded with gold, the 
god of this world, and the plague of the heart 
of man, as well as the death of every divine 
and human virtue, that you ſhould miſtake the 
path which leads to your own and your coun- 
try's good | 

REecarDLESS then of every other con- 
ſideration, chuſe men to ſerve - you of un- 
blemiſhed characters, whoſe words are ſacred, 


and whoſe hearts are upright, fearing God, 
and 
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and devoted to their country's welfare. In 
ſuch men you are ſure you can never be de- 
ceived nor diſappointed ; they will anſwer 
your moſt ſanguine expectations. If you are 
ſo fortunate as to have ſuch men in your re- 
ſpective counties, cities and boroughs, then 
happy are ye, for they are THE EXCELLENT 
or THE EARTH and of ineſtimable value. Theſe 
are the men that are to be the objects of your 
choice, and whom you are to receive with 
open arms; and if they do not preſent them- 
ſelves, you ought to find them out, as Cin- 
cinnatus was found at the plough, and make 
them a voluntary offer of being your repre- 
ſentatives at this moſt Important Criſis. 

As I have thus pointed out to you ſuch 
men as you ought to adopt for your mem- 
bers, ſo I will now point out to you ſuch men 
as you ought to reject, if they offer you their 
ſervice; and this from an-impartial ſincere 
love of my country, not intending to give 
offence to any denomination of men, ſince all 
may be uſeful; members of ſociety in their pro- 
per and reſpective ſtations: but let us ever 
bear this ſelf-evident principle in remem- 
| brance, that all private intereſt muſt be ſacri- 


ficed 
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ficed when it ſtands in competition with the 


public good. Without the leaft heſitation, 
then, reject, as the dead weight of a houſe of 
commons, all place-men and penſioners, offi- 
cers of the army and navy, lawyers, mer- 
chants, and directors of public companies; and 
for this unanſwerable reaſon, becauſe experi- 
ence has taught us, that the one half of them 
have generally turned out the tools of a corrupt 
miniſtry, and the other half, if not ſo venal, 
yet often ſlaves to their own anxious purſuits 


after riches; and that all of them are too at- 


tentive to their own intereſt, to pay due atten» 


N tion to Yours. 20 


Ir after theſe moſt friendly cautions and 
admonitions, to the truth and juſtneſs of which 
your on hearts cannot but bear teſtimony, 


you make choice of ſuch men, do not won- 


der at the woful diſappointment in your ex- 


pectations from them, of relieving your coun- 
try from the manifold calamities it is la- 


bouring under, but blame only yourſelves for 
it, and be for ever dumb: open not your 
mouth againſt them, fipce the unnatual choice 


has been your own act, whatever may be the fa - 


tal conſequences, But perhaps you may aſk me, 


What 


71 
What would you have us do with ſuch a nu- 
merous corps of men as I have rejected? I an- 
ſwer, They have all of them buſineſs enough 
upon their hands at home, if they make a point 
of conſcience of faithfully diſchargingit. The 
place- man's duty is to execute the buſineſs of 
his office himſelf, and not meanly ſubmit to 
the unjuſt ſubſtitution of a deputy. The mi- 
litary - gentlemen cannot be more nobly em- 
ployed, than in ſtrictly training and diſciplining 
the men of their reſpective departments, that 
both army and navy may be always ready to 
defend their king and country upon the moſt 
ſudden attack. The directors of the publie 
companies are, by their common tranſac- 
tions, too much connected with the miniſtry, 
and too much obliged to them for the douceurs 
they receive upon every loan and con- 
tract, to lay any claim to the eſſential charac- 
ters of diſintereſtedneſs and impartiality. Be- 
ſides, the nation's treaſure is committed to their 
care; a truſt of ſuch vaſt importance, that 
it ought to be watched night and day, with 
the ſame aſſiduity as the Veſtal Virgins watch- 
ed the ſacred fire! and the faithful diſcharge 
of it will always produce employment, ho- 
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nour and profit, fully commenſurate to their 
abilities and their worth. The buſineſs of the 
merchant, who is much to be reſpected in his 
proper character, and when he keeps within 
the juſt boundaries of trade, not making it 
the ultimate object of life, is to attend to his 
imports and exports, and ballance his profits 
and loſſes, that he may carefully ſhun bank- 
ruptcy on the one hand, and, on the other, 
an injurious accumulation of hundreds of thou- 
ſands. And it he has talents that carry him to 


higher things, let them be ſeaſonably devoted 


to the improvement of the manufactures and 
commerce of the nation: a higher ſervice 
cannot be expected from him; for a count- 
ing-houſe is not the ſchool to form patriots 
and ſtateſmen, qualified to comprehend and 
ballance the intereſts of Eutope, or indeed 
the true intereſt of our own country. As to 
the gentlemen of the law, who boaſt of its 
glorivus uncertainty, as the great ſource of 
their wealth and power, we are already too 
much under their dominion. Alas! when 
will the many hundred waggon loads of bulky 
volumes, in which it is contained, be reduced 
into one Cope, and all law-uits finiſhed 

| within 
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within the year ? When will dear-bought ex- 
perience open our eyes, that we may fee our 
folly, or rather learn that wiſdom that will re- 
ſtrain us from contention, and ſo preſerve our 
properties from being ſwallowed up in an in- 
fatiable and bottomleſs gulph? When will 
that peaceful golden age return, when, like 
the temple of Janus, Weſtminſter- Hall ſhall 
be ſhut up, and the voices of hireling pleaders 
be heard no more in our land? The pen- 
fioner may complain, that I bring him un- 
der my review in the laft place. This I have 
done on account of the unworthineſs of 
his character, and becauſe J have been at a 
loſs to aſſign him any particular employment, 
ſo as to render him uſeful to fociety. He is 
an animal of the locuſt kind, which the na- 
rural richneſs of our foil has invited to dwell 
amongſt us; and accordingly great ſwarms are 
found here as well as in our ſiſter--ountry ; 
but as they have devoured up the choiceſt 
fruits of the earth, and greatly contributed to 
create a dearth amongſt us; it is to be wiſhed, 
that ſome happy blaſt would ſweep them away 
to a quarter of the world, that is more able 
than our own to ſupport an animal of ſuch a 
devpuring nature. 
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Ir any of theſe worthy gentlemen. ſhould 
condeſcend to make you a viſit, you are to 
keep a watchful jealous eye upon them, ſince, 
for the moſt part, they turn out the moſt 
wretched patriots, and the worſt ſupporters 
of a falling ſtate. Your true wiſdom, then 
you ſee, evidently conſiſts, . in ſelecting to 
ſerve you as your repreſentatives in , parlia- 
ment, country gentlemen of independent for- 
tunes and unblemiſhed characters, unoccupi- 
ed in buſineſs, and free from the temptations 
of private gain, and whoſe hearts glow with 


the ardent love of their king and their 


country. 


My dear countrymen, as a 1 like this, 
and this alone, will ſecure to you and your 


poſterity, your liberties, your properties, 
and every earthly bleſſing ſacredly tranſmitted 
down to you by your venerable and virtu- 
ous anceſtors, and will eſtabliſh, upon a 
rock that cannot be ſhaken, the laſting hap- 
pineſs and glory of your country; ſo it is 


my fervent prayers, that Heaven may inſpire. 


your hearts, favourably to receive and put in 


practice this (as I pleaſe myſelf you will 


think) moſt friendly and ſalutary advice, 
ſpon- 
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| ſpontaneouſly flowing from a heart which can- 
not be warped by any attachment to party, 
becauſe I am of none, but live as a meer 
ſpectator of human lite, and as it were a 
ſtranger upon earth, compared with the buſy 
ſcene of action that is paſſing before me. 
Though I am not conſcious of having ſaid a 
ſyllable, which, as a Briton and a lover of 
my country, I ought not to have ſaid, as 
tending to the general good; yet I apprehend, 
from the great depravity of the times, that I 
ſhall receive little thanks from ſome quarters, and 
perhaps much hatred and abuſe from others: 
but as I wrote this Addreſs through an un- 
feigned intention of being uſeful to the pub- 
lic in my little ſphere of action; ſo the plea- 
ſure reſulting from that intention, will be 
my ſufficient reward. I throw it then as my 


mite into the public treaſury, and beg leave to 
ſubſcripe my ſelf, 


My dear Countrymen, 
* I, Your moſt affectionate 


Humble Servant, 


A Lover of my King and Country, 
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PATRIOTISM. 


IME, the diſcoverer of all things, 

has ſadly proved, that Patriotiſm, 

mongſt the many great pretenders to 
it, is with reſpect to them a vain and empty 
name: yet, when I reflect upon the virtue of 
former ages, I cannot but think” it muſt 
ſtill have ſome exiſtence amongſt the ſons of 
men: and as our country now lies bleeding 
under the many wounds, which it has from 
time to time received from her pretenged 
friends, as well as real foes; and as no expe- 
dient has yet been found out to preſerve it 


from 


[ a+ | 
from its approaching ruin, I have one hum- 
bly to offer, which; if put in execution, would 
not only prove of a moſt falutary nature, but 
would be an aſſured Teſt of the real exiſtence 
or non- exiſtence of Patũotiſm. 

My propoſal is this, That we come to real 


action, from words to things; and as the 


natiott is encumbred, and finking under an 
amazing load of national debt, that every 
real patriot would ſtep forth, and of his abun- 
dance generouſly throw ſomething into the 
public treaſury, to leflen the enormous load 
which hangs like an impending mountain 
ready to tumble upon our heads. Such 
a noble ; exertion, of public ſpirit, at this Im- 
portant. Criſis, . when it is ſo much wanted, 
would juſtly entitle us to the name of Pa- 
triots indeed: and if ſomething of this na- 


ture is not ſpeedily done, we have all of us 
reaſon to dread the fatal conſequences, unleſs 
phœnix-like we. can. happy ariſe: out of our 


own. aſhes. - 
6 


. | ſhould be glad, upon. putting the FO. af 
our country to, this ſevere teſt, that our land 


might be found to abound. and overflow: as 


much with Patriots, as the land of Canaan 
when 


1.25, 
when in its glory abounded and overflowed 
with milk and honey. And though I myſelf 
hold no place nor penſion, yet I hold my 
country dear; and therefore, for this moſt 
laudable purpoſe, am ready chearfully to pre- 
ſent my humble offering, which, though 
not equal to my wiſhes, is according to my 
ability. Let every man do the ſame ; et- 
pecially the many wealthy Nabobs who have 
poured in upon us the Juxuriant riches of 
the Eaſt; and others, who, to the diſgrace 
of human nature in theſe calamitous times, 
have amaſſed vaſt over- grown fortunes, and 
whoſe thouſands, thus well beſtowed, would 


not upon a ballance be equal to my mite; 


we ſhould then ſoon be enabled to leſſen 
our numerous and heavy taxes that bear 
ſo hard upon all ranks of people, but 
eſpecially upon the induſtrious mechanic and 
laborious poor: the happy conſequences of 
which would ſoon be felt, and joy and glad- 
neſs of heart would take place of drooping 
deſponding melancholy,. and be diffuſed 
throughout the land. z 
Now if any one, who profanes as — 
ered name of Patriot, ſhould ſtand forth 
* in 


in the ſpirit of oppoſition to ridicule fo ra- 
tional, ie practical a propoſal as this is, 
and affect to treat it as an utopian ſcheme ; 
let him know, that however he may thun- 
der in the ſenate, and pathetically lament 
the calamittes of his country, yet he may 
be afſured he is a ſtranger to the real love 
of it in his heart; and all his laboured har- 
rangues for the hour together, are as empty 
as ſounding braſs or a tinkling cymbal ; for 
genuine love will ever give, forth its own 


proper fruits. | | ST: 
Tux antient Romans, whoſe names are 


held ſo juſtly: dear, and ſtand the admira- 
tion of all ſucceeding ages in this impor- L 
tant concern, when the glory and happi- 

neſs of their country were at ſtake, or even 

ſtood in oppoſition to their own, heſitatd 
not one moment . to ſacrifice their for- 
tunes, and even their lives, in ſo glori- 
| | ous a cauſe. When the ground openeg to 
hl a prodigious depth in the Forum, and the 3 
i oracle being conſulted upon the occaſion, 1 
| declared that ſomething the moſt valu- 
Ul. able they had was indiſpenſibly neceſſary ß, 
{| | to be offercd up as a ſacrifice to appeaſe the 
= | offended 
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offended Gods, how nobly did the young 
and generous Curtius, a Roman knight, diſ- 
daining life, come forth, and mounting his 
horſe, leap headlong into the earth, which 
opened wide its boſom gladly to receive 
him as the appeaſer of the Gods, and the 
averter of his country's ruin! Which of 
our modern Patriots would now imitate this 
great example, though it would raiſe his 
country to the higheſt pitch of happineſs 
and glory? Alas are you all ſtruck dumb? 
what! no reply? I will then ſpeak for you. 
There is not one of you, but would ſhudder 
at the thought of being thus a ſelf- devoted 
victim: ſo. far do you. fall ſhort of the pa- 
triotic virtues of an antient Roman. 

Ir Marcus Junius Brutus, the public's 
father; Fabricius, whom gold could not 
conquer; Regulus, of rigid faith; the gentle 
Scipio, humanely brave, and learning's 
friend; or Cincinnatus, of untainted pro- 
bity, and ſaluted conſul from the plough, to 
which he nobly returned again poor and emp- 
ty as he came, when his country no longer 
required his needful aid; and ſuch- like re- 
vered worthies, could now riſe up amongſt 

D 2 Us, 
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us, how would they be aſtoniſhed, and 
how incredible would it appear to them, 
to be told, that, in theſe degenerate times 
of avarice and corruption, luxury and 'rage, 
every futile ſtateſman, whoſe wretched coun- 


ſels inſtead of a bleſſing may have proved 


a diſgrace if not a curſe to the nation, 


demanded a penſion for himſelf, his ſons, + 


and perhaps his grand-fons for life, when he 


was diſmiſſed from that poſt which never 


wanted him, and for which nature had 


never formed him, although he had been 
more than ſufficiently paid during his ſo 
uſeleſsly or hurtfully holding it: and if 


this modeſt requeſt was not complied with, 
the immediate conſequence was a declaration 
of war, threatening to oppoſe and over- 
throw thoſe very meaſures, to which before, 
by his advice, he had given a ſanction! 

O ye degenerate unnatural ſons of Bri- 
tain! what do I feel for you? but when 
will ye feel for yourſelves, and be ſtruck 
with compunction at thus living upon the 
vitals of your bleeding country, diſgracing 
the very name of Patriot, and bring- 


ing deſtruction upon yourſelves, as well as 


upon 


& 
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upon one of the nobleſt of human ſtructures, 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, reared by the ten- 
der care of our Alfred's, Edward's, Henry's, 
Cecil's, Walſingham's, Raleigh's, &c. the 


numerous and mighty dead of former ages ! 


When will you have the modeſty to bluſh 


and hide your heads, at this deplorable de- 


generacy from the ſpirit of the antient Ro- 


mans, and your venerable and virtuous. an- 


ceſtors? a degeneracy ſo great, that a 


real Patriot is now become as great a phæno- 


menen, as an honeſt man was in the days 


of the philoſopher, who lighted his candle 


in the mid-day ſun to find one out! It is 
ſaid in ſacred writ, ** That God would have 


ce ſaved Sodom for ten righteous ſake: and 


»$# 


if half that number, even five righteous Pa- 


triots, were to be found amongſt us, we 
might hope that God would fave a falling 


ſtate for thoſe five righteous lake. 


BEFORE it is too late, let me then in- 
treat you to think of theſe things. Re- 


pent and turn each of you from the corrup- 


tion of your ways: ceaſe to do evil; learn 
to do good: and then when you have for- 
given yourſelves, God and your country 


will 


— . — 
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12 lake ; for be well affured of this, 
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will forgive you allo. Drop all animoſity 


and ſtrife amongſt yourſelves. Be dead to 
all ſtruggling and contention about places, 
penſions, and vain and empty titles; which, 
when fond deluded man hath obtained, 
have moſt frequently for their companions, 
vexation, diſappointment, and remorſe. Theſe 
have been too much and too long the bone 
of contention amongſt you, to the utter 
extinction of almoſt every ſocial and patriotic 
virtue. You have all of you been weighed 
in the ballances and are found wanting. 
Go on then no longer in the blind work- 
ings of your own depraved natures, doing 
and undoing you know not what nor where 
fore, but ſeek out for the hidden gold 
of Ophir, for men, if ſuch are to be found, 
of real probity, goodneſs, and piety, (for 
theſe eſſential virtues, - and not ſpecious abi- 
lities and ſelfiſh cunning, are now wanted) and 
generouſly reſign up to them the helm of 
government. Though they are as poor as Cin- | 
cinnatus the Roman' conſul, regard not that, | 
if they have but his virtues. This do for 
your King's, your own, and your coun- 


- 


that 
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that where there is no piety, or love of 
God, there there is no love of country, 
no love of man. When this important 
point is ſettled, no longer perplex and 
diſtract the ſtate from a ſpirit of oppo- 
firion, which is the ſpirit of hell itfelf, but 
| heartily concur in the meaſures which ThE 
EXCELLENT Whom you have thus choſen, 
mall deem neceſſary for the common good, 
And if, to crown the whole, you will 
endeavour as much as you can, by 


your own examples, to diffule a ſpi- 


rit of vital religion throughout the na- 
tion, and teach us to love and adore 
the Supreme Good, from whom every bleſ- 
ſing flows, and who alone can fave us 
from ourſelves, from the dark - paſſions 
of covetouſneſs, pride, envy, and wrath; 
then will vou be the beloved of God and 
every good man; and we ſhall become again 
a great and happy people: for © happy 
„ are the people that are in ſuch a 
e ſtate; yea bleſſed are the people who 
„ have the Lord for their God!“, 


F481. 


